2 Peter Chapter 3

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. John 17:17
2 Peter 3:1
Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure
minds by way of reminder),

(2 Peter 1:10-15
So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God
has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away. Then God will give
you a grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Therefore, I will always remind you about these things—even though you already know
them and are standing firm in the truth you have been taught. And it is only right that I
should keep on reminding you as long as I live. For our Lord Jesus Christ has shown me
that I must soon leave this earthly life, so I will work hard to make sure you always
remember these things after I am gone.)

2 Peter 3:2
that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets,
and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior,

(2 Peter 1:19-21
Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed
by the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are
like a lamp shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star
shines in your hearts. Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever
came from the prophet’s own understanding, or from human initiative. No, those
prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God.

Jude 17-19
But you, my dear friends, must remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ
predicted. They told you that in the last times there would be scoffers whose purpose in
life is to satisfy their ungodly desires. These people are the ones who are creating
divisions among you. They follow their natural instincts because they do not have God’s
Spirit in them.)

2 Peter 3:3-4
and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (for
knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their
own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.”

(Genesis 6:1-7
Then the people began to multiply on the earth, and daughters were born to them. The
sons of God saw the beautiful women and took any they wanted as their wives. Then
the LORD said, “My Spirit will not put up with humans for such a long time, for they are
only mortal flesh. In the future, their normal lifespan will be no more than 120 years.”
In those days, and for some time after, giant Nephilites lived on the earth, for whenever
the sons of God had intercourse with women, they gave birth to children who became
the heroes and famous warriors of ancient times.
The LORD observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he saw that
everything they thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil. So the LORD was
sorry he had ever made them and put them on the earth. It broke his heart. And
the LORD said, “I will wipe this human race I have created from the face of the earth.
Yes, and I will destroy every living thing—all the people, the large animals, the small
animals that scurry along the ground, and even the birds of the sky. I am sorry I ever
made them.”)

2 Peter 3:5
For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the
earth standing out of water and in the water,

(Genesis 1:5-10
God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.”
And evening passed and morning came, marking the first day.
Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate the waters of the
heavens from the waters of the earth.” And that is what happened. God made this
space to separate the waters of the earth from the waters of the heavens. God called
the space “sky.”
And evening passed and morning came, marking the second day.
Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the sky flow together into one place, so dry
ground may appear.” And that is what happened. God called the dry ground “land”
and the waters “seas.” And God saw that it was good.)

2 Peter 3:6
by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.

(Genesis 7:10-23
After seven days, the waters of the flood came and covered the earth.
When Noah was 600 years old, on the seventeenth day of the second month, all the
underground waters erupted from the earth, and the rain fell in mighty torrents from the
sky. The rain continued to fall for forty days and forty nights.
That very day Noah had gone into the boat with his wife and his sons—Shem, Ham, and
Japheth—and their wives. With them in the boat were pairs of every kind of animal—
domestic and wild, large and small—along with birds of every kind. Two by two they
came into the boat, representing every living thing that breathes. A male and female of
each kind entered, just as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD closed the door
behind them.
For forty days the floodwaters grew deeper, covering the ground and lifting the boat
high above the earth. As the waters rose higher and higher above the ground, the boat
floated safely on the surface. Finally, the water covered even the highest mountains on
the earth, rising more than twenty-two feet above the highest peaks. All the living
things on earth died—birds, domestic animals, wild animals, small animals that scurry
along the ground, and all the people. Everything that breathed and lived on dry land
died. God wiped out every living thing on the earth—people, livestock, small animals
that scurry along the ground, and the birds of the sky. All were destroyed. The only
people who survived were Noah and those with him in the boat.)

2 Peter 3:7
But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved
for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

(2 Peter 3:9-12
The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being
patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to
repent. But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens
will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will disappear in
fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment.
Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives
you should live, looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he
will set the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames.

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10
And God will use this persecution to show his justice and to make you worthy of his
Kingdom, for which you are suffering. In his justice he will pay back those who
persecute you.
And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when the
Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, in flaming fire,
bringing judgment on those who don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey the
Good News of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever
separated from the Lord and from his glorious power. When he comes on that day, he
will receive glory from his holy people—praise from all who believe. And this includes
you, for you believed what we told you about him.)

2 Peter 3:8
But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day.

(Psalm 90:2-5
Before the mountains were born,
before you gave birth to the earth and the world,
from beginning to end, you are God.
You turn people back to dust, saying,
“Return to dust, you mortals!”
For you, a thousand years are as a passing day,
as brief as a few night hours.
You sweep people away like dreams that disappear.

They are like grass that springs up in the morning.)

2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.

(Habakkuk 2:1-5
I will climb up to my watchtower
and stand at my guard post.
There I will wait to see what the LORD says
and how he will answer my complaint.
Then the LORD said to me,

“Write my answer plainly on tablets,
so that a runner can carry the correct message to others.
This vision is for a future time.
It describes the end, and it will be fulfilled.
If it seems slow in coming, wait patiently,
for it will surely take place.
It will not be delayed.
“Look at the proud!
They trust in themselves, and their lives are crooked.
But the righteous will live by their faithfulness to God.
Wealth is treacherous,
and the arrogant are never at rest.
They open their mouths as wide as the grave,
and like death, they are never satisfied.
In their greed they have gathered up many nations
and swallowed many peoples.

Isaiah 30:15-20
This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says:
“Only in returning to me and resting in me will you be saved.
In quietness and confidence is your strength. But you would have none of it.
You said, ‘No, we will get our help from Egypt. They will give us swift horses for riding
into battle.’ But the only swiftness you are going to see
is the swiftness of your enemies chasing you!
One of them will chase a thousand of you.
Five of them will make all of you flee.
You will be left like a lonely flagpole on a hill
or a tattered banner on a distant mountaintop.”
So the LORD must wait for you to come to him
so he can show you his love and compassion.
For the LORD is a faithful God.
Blessed are those who wait for his help.
O people of Zion, who live in Jerusalem,
you will weep no more.
He will be gracious if you ask for help.
He will surely respond to the sound of your cries.
Though the Lord gave you adversity for food
and suffering for drink,
he will still be with you to teach you.
You will see your teacher with your own eyes.

Romans 2:2-6
And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things. Since
you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s judgment
when you do the same things? Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient
God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is
intended to turn you from your sin?
But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up
terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous

judgment will be revealed. He will judge everyone according to what they have done.)

2 Peter 3:10
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth
and the works that are in it will be burned up.

(Revelation 3:1-5
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message from the one
who has the sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars:
“I know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation for being alive—but you
are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead.
I find that your actions do not meet the requirements of my God. Go back to what you
heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again. If you don’t
wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief.
“Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes with evil.
They will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. All who are victorious will be
clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will
announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine.

Revelation 16:13-18
And I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon,
the beast, and the false prophet. They are demonic spirits who work miracles and go out
to all the rulers of the world to gather them for battle against the Lord on that great
judgment day of God the Almighty.
“Look, I will come as unexpectedly as a thief! Blessed are all who are watching for me,
who keep their clothing ready so they will not have to walk around naked and ashamed.”
And the demonic spirits gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the
Hebrew name Armageddon.

Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air. And a mighty shout came from
the throne in the Temple, saying, “It is finished!” Then the thunder crashed and rolled,
and lightning flashed. And a great earthquake struck—the worst since people were
placed on the earth.

Psalm 102:24-27
But I cried to him, “O my God, who lives forever,
don’t take my life while I am so young!
Long ago you laid the foundation of the earth
and made the heavens with your hands.
They will perish, but you remain forever;
they will wear out like old clothing.
You will change them like a garment
and discard them.
But you are always the same;
you will live forever.)

2 Peter 3:11
Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to
be in holy conduct and godliness,

(1 Peter 1:13-19
So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your hope in the
gracious salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. So
you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to
satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better then. But now you must be holy in
everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. For the Scriptures say, “You must
be holy because I am holy.”
And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He will
judge or reward you according to what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him
during your time here as “temporary residents.” For you know that God paid a ransom
to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And it was not paid
with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. It was the precious blood of Christ, the
sinless, spotless Lamb of God.)

2 Peter 3:12
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?

(1 Corinthians 1:5-9
Through him, God has enriched your church in every way—with all of your eloquent
words and all of your knowledge. This confirms that what I told you about Christ is
true. Now you have every spiritual gift you need as you eagerly wait for the return of
our Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you strong to the end so that you will be free from all
blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. God will do this, for he is faithful
to do what he says, and he has invited you into partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.)

2 Peter 3:13
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells.

(Isaiah 65:15-19
Your name will be a curse word among my people, for the Sovereign LORD will destroy
you and will call his true servants by another name. All who invoke a blessing or take an
oath will do so by the God of truth. For I will put aside my anger and forget the evil of
earlier days. “Look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even
think about the old ones anymore. Be glad; rejoice forever in my creation! And look! I
will create Jerusalem as a place of happiness. Her people will be a source of joy. I will
rejoice over Jerusalem and delight in my people. And the sound of weeping and crying
will be heard in it no more.

Isaiah 66:20-24
They will bring the remnant of your people back from every nation. They will bring them
to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD. They will ride on horses, in
chariots and wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the LORD. “And I will appoint
some of them to be my priests and Levites. I, the LORD, have spoken!
“As surely as my new heavens and earth will remain, so will you always be my people,
with a name that will never disappear,” says the LORD. “All humanity will come to
worship me from week to week and from month to month.
And as they go out, they will see
the dead bodies of those who have rebelled against me.
For the worms that devour them will never die,
and the fire that burns them will never go out.
All who pass by
will view them with utter horror.”

Revelation 21:1-3
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had
disappeared. And the sea was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his
people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with
them.)

2 Peter 3:14
Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in
peace, without spot and blameless;

(1 Corinthians 1:5-9
Through him, God has enriched your church in every way—with all of your eloquent
words and all of your knowledge. This confirms that what I told you about Christ is
true. Now you have every spiritual gift you need as you eagerly wait for the return of
our Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you strong to the end so that you will be free from all
blame on the day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns. God will do this, for he is faithful
to do what he says, and he has invited you into partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:54-58
Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this
Scripture will be fulfilled:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.
O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?”
For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. But thank God!
He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.
So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work
enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever
useless.)

2 Peter 3:15
and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother
Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you,

(Romans 2:2-6
And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such things. Since
you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s judgment
when you do the same things? Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient
God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is
intended to turn you from your sin?
But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up
terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous

judgment will be revealed. He will judge everyone according to what they have done.)

2 Peter 3:16-17
as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things
hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction,
as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.
You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from
your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;

(Mark 13:21-23
“Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah,’ or ‘There he is,’ don’t believe
it. For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform signs and wonders so
as to deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones. Watch out! I have warned you about
this ahead of time!

Ephesians 4:11-16
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people
to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we all
come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in
the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.
Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about
by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us
with lies so clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love,
growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the
church. He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and
growing and full of love.)

2 Peter 3:18
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

(Ephesians 4:11-16
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people
to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we all
come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in
the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.
Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about
by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us
with lies so clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love,
growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the
church. He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and
growing and full of love.)

